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The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Dedication of Bread for the World Letters 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
May 22, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

“The past may live inside the present, but it does not govern our growth.  However sordid or sublime, our 
origins are not our destinies; our daily journey into the future is not fixed by moral arcs or genetic 

instructions.” – Historian Matthew Karp (Harper’s, July, 2021) 
 
 
 

Faith United Church of Christ 
575 Richmond Road 

Richmond Heights, OH 44143-2937 
216.382.7227 

www.faithuccrhoh.org 
Ministers:  Members of the Congregation 

Pastor and Teacher:  The Rev. Dr. Eugene C. McAfee 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8310813309
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Gathering Time (9:30-9:45 for dial-in worshipers, 9:45-9:55 for video worshipers) 
 
Welcome and Announcements and Sharing for Prayer 
 
Prayer of Dedication for Bread for the World Offering of Letters and Emails 
 
ALL: Gracious God, you have called us, through your prophets and your Son, Jesus Christ, to live out your  

vision of a world without hunger.  Trusting in your love and mercy, we lift our voices and pray 
alongside all those who suffer from malnutrition and its devastating impacts.  We share your deep 
love and concern for all who experience hunger and poverty, and we desire that all may prosper and 
be in good health.  We ask that you bless the emails and letters we have written.  May our words 
touch the hearts and minds of members of Congress and embolden our elected officials to increase 
our nation’s commitment and investment in global nutrition programs.  With gratitude for our 
nation’s leadership and the world’s progress in ending hunger, we present these emails and letters in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the source of all our hope.  Amen. 

  
Centering Video 
I Went Down to the River to Pray, Alison Krauss 
Sung by a virtual choir assembled by Tiffany Goodrick 
 

Call to Worship – from Psalm 67, said responsively 
 
LEADER: May God be gracious to us and bless us. 
 
ALL:  May God’s face shine upon us, that God’s way may be made known upon earth. 
 
LEADER: May God’s saving power be known among all nations. 
 
ALL:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, Holy One, for you judge the peoples with equity and  

guide the nations upon earth 
 
LEADER: Let the peoples praise you, O God! 
 
ALL:  Let all the peoples praise you! 
 
Prayers of Invocation, Confession, and Our Savior 
 
LEADER: Let us pray. 
 
ALL: Holy, righteous, merciful, gracious, and loving God!  Names upon names cannot name you, 

how much less the words of our mouths.  Yet you judge nations and people by your 
righteousness and justice, calling us to lives of peace and prosperity for all your creation.  May 
our worship center us, focus us, and empower us to live those peaceful, prosperous lives.  At 
the same time, we acknowledge before you and one another that we fall short of your loving 
will, and so we pray now for the forgiveness of our sins, which we name silently in our hearts. 

 
All pray silently for a time.  The leader then leads everyone into the conclusion of the prayers with these 
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words: 
 
Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
 

And grant us your salvation.  These things we ask in the name of Christ, our Savior, who 
taught us to pray, saying, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”  Amen. 

 
Holy Scripture 

Acts 16:9-15 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 

 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
In the silence following each bidding by the leader, the people are invited to offer their prayers to God, silently 
or aloud.  After each silence, the leader says, “Christ, in your mercy,” to which the people respond, “Hear our 
prayer.”  The prayers conclude with a general prayer of intercession and thanksgiving. 
 
Reminder of the Need to Give  
 

LEADER: 

From the prosperity of our lives, we return a portion of God’s many gifts.  We give from the abundance of our 
blessings.  Please continue to support our church and God’s world through your tithes and gifts.  And now let 
us dedicate our offerings through prayer. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
LEADER: Let us pray. 
 
ALL: Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, for your love poured out on all creation we thank you.  We 

offer our gifts of love in return, praying for your blessing.  Amen. 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation (see insert) 
 
Music (standing in body and/or spirit) 
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry, New Century Hymnal 351 
 
Sermon     Jesus’ Gift of Peace 
“‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 

be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.’” – John 14:27 
 

 
Music (standing in body and/or spirit) 
O Holy City, Seen of John, New Century Hymnal 613 
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Benediction 
 
Leave-taking 
 

SERVING YOU IN THE MINISTRY OF: 
 
Liturgist: Jill Dugovics 
 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH: 
 

Today             11:15  Special Congregational Meeting  (in person and online) 
Monday            8:00  Greater Cleveland Federation Dance Club  (Social Hall) 
Tuesday            6:30  Bell Choir  (Sanctuary) 
                           7:30  Choir  (Sanctuary) 
Sunday              9:30  Memory and Thanksgiving Procession  (Social Hall) 
                          10:00  Worship  (in person and online) 
                          11:30  Coffee Hour  (Social Hall) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Faith is an Open and Affirming Congregation, which means. . . . We AFFIRM the universal and unbounded 
love of God made known to us in the life and teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we 
recognize that this love shows no partiality. Rejoicing in the diverse gifts that each person brings to the life of 
the Church, we FURTHER AFFIRM that membership and full participation in this congregation is OPEN to all 
who wish to dwell in the Spirit of life that is in Christ Jesus, regardless of sexual orientation, age, race, gender 
identity, and marital, economic, mental or physical status. 
 
We are also a Bread for the World Covenant Church, which means . . . we have committed to integrating 
hunger concerns into the life of our congregation. We learn about hunger, pray for hungry people, support 
Bread for the World financially, and advocate for changes in public policy to end hunger at home and abroad. 


